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NEXT MEETING: 

 

 Sunday 26th  

February  

10AM – 12:30PM 

 

Picnic, Pizza, Roasts,  

Scones, Biscuits  

Hobart City Councils Bake 

Ovens on the Domain.  
 

WELCOME 2023 PICNIC 

 

 

Legacy Park Bake Ovens 

Domain, Hobart  

 

 

 

 

December 2022 

 New Meetings for 2023:  

put them in your diary 

  

Sunday 26th of February Welcome 2023 

Picnic/Pizza 10-12:30 Legacy Park Domain, 

Hobart 
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NEXT MEETING: 
GSA Tasmania Division invite you, your 

family and friends to a morning of fun at the 

bake ovens Legacy Park on the Domain in 

Hobart.  

 

Usually, our meetings are in the evening at 6:00 

PM, which even if you can ZOOM in is not a 

family friendly time. In recognition of this and as 

an opportunity to get those of you with families 

to be involved in the society, network and meet 

others we have decided to commence our series 

of 2023 monthly meetings with something to suit 

all members. 

 

Hobart City Council have built a splendid new 

facility on the Domain complete with interesting 

and varied play areas, shelters and bake ovens. 

We are hiring the bake ovens and associated 

undercover area for 2 and half hours. The ovens 

will be ready to cook anything you want to bring. 

We suggest pizzas – they only take 15 minutes, 

but you can also roast meat and vegetables. 

Scones are possible as well as biscuits. Cutting 

out dinosaur biscuits and eating the products will 

be an activity during the morning.  

 

Save the Date!  

 

 

 
Play areas at Legacy Park, Hobart (Photo Hobart City 

website). 
 

No way to ZOOM this one. You will have to 

come along.  

 

We will put up an Eventbrite link in the new 

year. 

 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

1st December 2022 Tullah, 12th Annual 

Geoscience Tasmania Forum 

 

The meeting in Tullah at the Tullah Lodge 

reached capacity with 99 delegates. It was jointly 

organized by GSA Tasmania Division, AIG, 

AusIMM and MRT. Well done to the organising 

committee, including GSA’s Andrew McNeill 

and Sheree Armistead, who worked hard 

throughout the year getting it all into shape.  

Thankyou also to sponsors: MMG, Venture 

Minerals, Klohn Crippen Berger, Ron Gregory 

Prospecting with support from The Tasmanian 

Government.   

 

A range of speakers presented on a variety of 

topics from projects across Tasmania and the vibe 

was very friendly and positive. It was excellent to 

see many young and enthusiastic geoscientists 

attending as well as those who have been around 

the traps.  

 

 

 
12th Tasmanian Geoscience Forum delegates enjoying a 

lakeside break in Tullah (Photo K. Orth).  

 

 

Our dinner speaker was Angela Lorrigan and she 

gave a fantastic talk about West Coast language 

and provided a poetic summary of the days talks 

reproduced below with her permission:  
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Angela Lorrigan delivering the dinner talk entitled ‘I’ll be 

back with me bus’ (Photo K. Orth).  

 

The crowd had gathered at Tullah, for the annual 
geology bash, 
Where they shared dreams of daring discoveries and 
hoped the IT wouldn’t crash. 
The Minister couldn’t be with us, a shame he’d miss 
all our advice 
But he sent his Tik-Tok recital, so marv’llous it nearly 
played twice. 
Our Chief Geo took to the stand, with a time limit 
ticking away 
And told us that “Maybe” means “Yes”, despite what 
the Minister says! 
 
The tin miners next took our attention, Esther Little 
had plenty to tell, 
It must be a bloody good ore field, with the geophys 
working so well. 
Severn deposit came next, with Adam from Stellar in 
view 
Seven intercepts into the Severn and a narrow miss 
into the poo! 
Sheree, the Gondwana Guru, with Geoscience 
funding in hand, 
Told us of ground-breaking research, to get a 
prospectors lie of the land. 
 
Rosebery, that grand old Zinc Lady, had Corey to 
show off her dirt, 
But the best of her wares were redacted, the lady 
had lowered her skirts. 
Thomas, the Geo from Henty, the mine that just 
keeps giving grade, 
The Cradle is shaping up splendid, and the grave 
hasn’t even been made. 
 
Martin from CODES on the dacites has the machines 
doing well on the core 
They are great, they don’t need hip replacements, 
but at dinner they’re a bit of a bore. 
Thomas II also brought the machines in, of their 
strength leaving no-one in doubt, 
He told us of dog-earred pixels and how to get 
“Beagle IN, Beagle OUT” 
 

The Bishop stepped up to the lectern, once the 
loaves and the fishes were done, 
And he showed us his future for power, so his power 
point slides could be run. 
We travelled across to the North East when Josh 
Phillips stood up to speak 
And he taught us the power of pathfinders and a 
multi-variate take on your creek. 
Back to the chilly ice ages, Adam Deacon took us 
away 
To a secret, cold, destination, where glacials may 
ruin the day. 
 
Rhona was leading the field, as we came into the 
home bend 
To tell us that “low-flow” is awesome when your 
bores need sampling spend. 
Tony and John Bishop’s story, was the subject of T 
websters map 
How tunnels and other great projects, are fine but 
you need a good map! 
Julie, in tune with the times, is on a critical minerals 
search, 
The gum’ment will pay lots of money, so put up your 
hand for some merch! 
 
And so, at the end of the day, all gathered around at 
the bar 
The local cop slowly walked in, and said “This lot 
have gone a bit far” 
Now listen up you lot, and carefully, I really don’t 
want any fuss 
But if one of you looks like you’re driving, I’ll be back 
in a flash with me bus! 

 

If you did not make it and have no idea what this 

is all about come along to the West Coast next 

year to join in the fun.  

 

Tuesday 21st to Friday 25th King Island 

SGTSG Conference 

 The Tasmania Division of the GSA were heavily 

involved in the organisation of the SGTSG field 

conference on King Island. The three-day 

conference included one and a half days of talks 

and one and a half days of excursions. Conference 

preparation was undertaken by Sebastien Meffre 

as convenor, Grace Cumming, Nick Direen, Alex 

Ferrar, Toby Staal, Sheree Armistead and Jacqui 

Halpin were on the organising committee.  They 

also had more than the usual frustrations dealing 

with the shifting timeslots related to COVID19 

cancellations and rescheduling.  
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The venue was at Grassy with 45 delegates 

staying at the King Island Holiday Village. The 

talks were all high quality, and the students were 

forefront chairing the sessions. The conference 

dinner was at Wild Harvest in Grassy where local 

produce was the focus of the menu. It was also 

awards night. Congratulations to Sheree 

Armistead for her co-win of the Bruce Hobbs 

Medal for ‘for excellent contributions to 

structural geology or tectonics’ and Alex Ferrar 

for the best student presentation.  

 

 
Sheree Armistead receiving the Bruce Hobbs Medal at the 

SGTSG conference on King Island from Nick Direen (Photo 

J. Halpin).  

 

 
Alex Ferrar (left) receiving his certificate for the best 

student presentation at the SGTSG conference from MC 

Nick Direen. Alex was also presented with a copy of  

‘Geological Evolution of Tasmania’ (Photo J. Halpin).  

 

The weather was changeable with sun wind and 

even hail. This did not deter the structural cohort 

who pontificated over leucosomes, boudins and 

which deformation was which in the complex 

rocks around Cape Wickham in the north and 

Stokes Point in the south. The final site visited the 

glacier-related breccia, conglomerate and 

diamictite as well as pillow basalts and breccias 

that form the coastline near City of Melbourne 

Bay.  

 

Ross Cayley ran a field trip in Victoria prior to the 

King Island Leg of the conference.  

 

John Everard put together a splendid field guide 

for King Island that will be available from MRT 

and don’t forget there is a virtual field trip 

available on our website. 

 

 

 
Cape Wickham Lighthouse at the northern end of King 

Island made a backdrop to the excursion along the multiply 

deformed Surprise Bay Formation, the oldest rocks in 

Tasmania (Photo K. Orth). 

 

 
Dolerite just offshore from the deformed and intruded 

Surprise Bay Formation, Cape Wickham (Photo K. Orth).  
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Conference delegates examining the red sandstone-siltstone 

succession of the late Neoproterozoic Yarra Creek Shale at 

the City of Melbourne Bay (Photo K. Orth).  

 

 

Thursday 10th of November was our last 

Ordinary Meeting for 2022. It was presented by 

Martin Jutzeler on the Volcanism and 

Sedimentation at three Submarine Caldera 

Volcanoes: the VULKA-22 Voyage to the 

Kermadec Arc/Rangitāhua 

 

Martin transported us on the RV Investigator to 

north of New Zealand in the Kermadec Arc and 

deep under water to look at the felsic submarine 

calderas of Macauley and Havre in particular, as 

well as Healy closer to New Zealand. He 

outlined the new research that was undertaken 

over three weeks of the voyage including piston 

coring, deep tow camera videos and images, 

some dredging, seismic surveys and detailed 

bathymetric mapping.  

 

Some preliminary results from the new data 

confirm complex sedimentary formations at 

Macauley that may be primary eruption fed 

units. At Havre, the new information enhanced 

the previously collected data to map the products 

of the recent 2012 eruption. New information is 

on the proximal outfall of pumice rafts and the 

distribution of the giant pumice from that 

eruption. The distribution of older units was also 

followed up. The data suggest some features 

thought to be primary eruption product sediment 

waves may be better interpreted as collapse 

features.  

 

 

Martin Jutzeler 

 

 

 
Martin Jutzeler finishing off his presentation with images of 

the VULKA voyage (Photo. H. Moore). 

 

 

 
Martin Jutzeler (left) is thanked for his presentation with the 

usual speakers’ wine by Karin Orth. She did hand it over 

eventually. Between them are three peels of the piston cores 

recovered from the voyage and made by PhD student 

Shannon Frey (Photo. A. Clark).  

 

If you want to catch up on this presentation the 

video is available via our website.  
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Geotourism  

by Michael Vicary 

 

Anyone with a passion for Tasmanian geology 

and landscape will be delighted to purchase a 

copy of Grant Dixon’s new book “Wild Light” for 

their bookshelf. Featuring 95 superb photos from 

many of Tasmania’s more remote areas, 

highlighting the incredible geodiversity of the 

state.  

 

The book is divided into four main themes: Terra 

(rocks and landforms), Verdancy (flora), High 

Ground (the mountain landscape) and Further 

South (highlighting the unique landscape and 

flora and fauna of Macquarie Island).  

 

The Tasmanian geological formations illustrated 

span the last 1.3 billion years of Earth’s history 

and include the Proterozoic Rocky Cape Group 

and the Tyennan metasedimentary rocks, the Late 

Cambrian to Ordovician Owen and Gordon 

Groups, Cambrian and Devonian granite, the Late 

Carboniferous to Triassic Parmeener Supergroup, 

the Jurassic Dolerite, and the surficial Cainozoic 

glacial and coastal cover and associated 

landforms. 

  

Copies of Wild Light can be purchased from 

Grant Dixon at: 

https://www.grantdixonphotography.com.au/boo

k/WildLight.php 

 

 
Image from website  

 

Some things to do if you have some time on 

your hands over the summer break:  

 

Revisit some rocks falling with Clint and Andrew 

from Pitt and Sherry and many of our other talks 

from the year 

https://www.gsatasmania.org/ 

 

And plenty of excellent films at:  

https://www.earthfuturesfestival.com/ 

 

Or get in some FREE training in 

communications for 2022 

Take advantage of the offer to GSA members-

only to Geologize's critically acclaimed course 

Practical Geocommunication for 2022 for free! 

Geologize is a global leader in providing training 

to geoscientists who wish to communicate more 

effectively with their audience. 

Geologize teaches geoscientists to bring the 

public to a greater understanding and 

appreciation of our planet through effective and 

powerful communication.  

When you complete Practical 

Geocommunication, you will receive an 

accredited CPD-valid certificate. 

 

“Passion. Education. Sustainability. We believe that if 
people understand how the planet works, they will 
appreciate and care about it more. Geologize seeks 
to create and facilitate the creation of tangible and 
emotional connections between the general public 
and the world in which they live.” Haydon Mort, 
Geologize. 

Contact the GSA: info@gsa.org.au to get your 

code to this GSA-funded initiative (see flyer at 

the end of the Newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.grantdixonphotography.com.au/book/WildLight.php
https://www.grantdixonphotography.com.au/book/WildLight.php
https://www.gsatasmania.org/
https://www.earthfuturesfestival.com/
mailto:info@gsa.org.au
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STUDENTS 

Hello students. Well done now 2022 is over and 

some of you will be graduating in ceremonies this 

month. We wish you well for your well earnt 

celebrations! For those of you returning to studies 

in 2023, we hope you enjoy your summer break.  

 

Student Membership Benefits 

 

Olivia Wilson won the Honours Endowment 

Scholarship for Tasmania in her honours year in 

in 2020. Despite the lockdowns of that year, she 

eventually managed to get into the field to spend 

her money.  Olivia is now employed by Entura in 

Hobart. She was an undergraduate member of the 

GSA and here is her testament to how it can be 

helpful for your future.  

 

‘Being a student member of the Geological Society of 

Australia enriched my experience of studying geology. 

Especially important to me were the opportunities to 

make connections and learn about the research of other 

society members. As a student, it is also invaluable to 

have an environment in which you can interact with 

geoscientists from all career stages – hearing their 

experiences allows you to develop your own career 

aspirations. GSA membership also demonstrates that 

you have a level of passion and commitment to your 

field beyond the compulsory courses in your degree, 

helping your resume stand out as you transition to 

professional life.’ 
 

 
Olivia Wilson (supplied by O. Wilson)  

 
 

You can become a member here  

https://www.gsa.org.au/ 

  

There are also special rates for graduate 

membership so no need to miss out once you 

have graduated. We would love to keep in touch! 

 

Any queries about your membership contact our 

membership officer Rebecca Carey 

(Rebecca.Carey@utas.edu.au).  

 

 

 
 

 

Once you are complete your membership please 

contact Caroline Mordant for your special price 

book. See details below 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The flagship publication of the Tasmanian Division of 

the GSA, ‘The Geological Evolution of Tasmania’ 

(Special Publication 24 of the GSA) is available for 

Undergraduate Student Members 

Special price on the  

Geological Evolution of Tasmania! 

 

Become a GSA Member and you can 

obtain ‘The Geological Evolution of 

Tasmania’ for $75 including GST.  
 

Students Join Here 

https://www.gsa.org.au/
mailto:Rebecca.Carey@utas.edu.au
https://www.gsa.org.au/Public/Member/Join/Public/Member/Join.aspx?hkey=e9a1a315-57ef-41ee-b344-cf9978123e1e


The Tasmanian Geologist, 8th of December 2022 
 
 

ordering. All details are available on a specific part of 

the Utas CODES web site: 

http://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/5

5313/Flyer_Order.pdf 
 

Copies of the book can be obtained personally from 

Caroline Mordant (publications@CODES.utas.edu.au 

or phone on +61 3 6226 7537. 
 

Members Price is A$90 + GST + postage where 

appropriate. Undergraduate student price is $75. 

Postage can be avoided by buying in person from 

Caroline Mordant in Earth Sciences (University of 

Tasmania). The book is also available at Fullers 

Bookshop and at TMAG in Hobart, and in the 

Devonport Bookshop, Devonport. Prices at these sites 

may vary from GSA prices, and the member price is 

not available at these sites either.  

 

 

Membership Renewal 

Don’t forget to renew your membership for 2023 

to stay in touch and enjoy the many benefits of 

being a part of the GSA. Next year the AESC is 

hopefully face to face in Perth and members will 

be accorded a discount for registration.  

 

 

Other Meetings 

13th of December Science in the Pub at the 

Black Buffalo in North Hobart 7 PM. Hannah 

Moore will be talking about ‘Influential Volcanic 

Eruptions’. Other speakers are David Hocking 

from TMAG (palaeontology) and Richard Doyle 

from Enviro Dynamics on soils. 

 
Have a safe and happy Christmas and see you 

all in 2023! 

 

Final Words 
From Noel Kemp 

 
 

GSA Tasmania Division 

Committee 2022-2023 
 

Chair: Karin Orth 

Secretary: Sebastien Meffre  

Sebastien.Meffre@utas.edu.au 

 Treasurer: Claire Kain 

 

 

Committee Members: 

Sheree Armistead 

Jeremy Asimus 

Rebecca Carey (Membership) 

Acacia Clark (Student Rep) 

Jacqueline Halpin 

Wei Xuen Heng 

Claire Kain (Geotourism) 

Peter McGoldrick 

Sebastien Meffre 

Phil Sansom (Education) 

Olivia Wilson 

 

Geological Society of Australia website: 

www.gsa.org 
 

  and our own website  

 

http://www.gsatasmania.org 
 

Any news, announcements or interesting photographs of 

Tasmanian Geology you would like to include in the next 

Newsletter, please send it through via email to 

karin.orth@utas.edu.au prior to the 20th of February 2023

http://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/55313/Flyer_Order.pdf
http://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/55313/Flyer_Order.pdf
mailto:publications@CODES.utas.edu.au
mailto:Sebastien.Meffre@utas.edu.au
http://www.gsa.org/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R7h9CYWL4BsLLK94QSG1KIZ?domain=gsatasmania.org/
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Website: https://Rowman.com/Lexington 
 For hardcopy orders to Australia and New Zealand, orders need to be placed through calling or email our 

customer service department at orders@rowman.com or by phone at 1-800-462-6420. 
 
For 30% discount on hardcopies: Contact the UK distributor by email and then quote the discount code 
LXFANDF30. You can order the eBook from the US web site: www.rowman.com/ebooks 
 

https://rowman.com/Lexington
mailto:orders@rowman.com
http://www.rowman.com/ebooks
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